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WEST INDIES.

THE BLIND NEGRO OF BERBICE.

The Missionaries among the negroes ia the West Indies have frequently spoken with

pleasure of the goodness of the Lord to a number of those who are afflicted with one of the

greatest physical privations that can be suffered in the presenttlif«—the loss of sight. Mr.
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Wray, of Berbioe, mentioned, some time ago, Mrs. Wray's being affected to tears, on be-

holding a young negress leading her blind and aged mother from the plantation to the

Mission-house, and requesting that she might be instructed in the way of salvation
;
and,

in a more recent communication, Mr. Howe, the Missionary at Hanover Chapel, in the

same colony, observes, " I was delighted on Sunday morning to see a fine young Creole,

leading by the hand an old blind African to the house of God ; he had led him for more
than six miles up the coast ; the road being bad, the old man had a long stick in one hand
to help him on. It is not to see the chapel or minister that he comes, for he is blind, but
to have the eyes of his mind enlightened by that true light which came down from heaven.
Illustrations of this kind pass under my notice every Sunday in Hanover Chapel. ' The
eyes of the blind are opened, the ears of the deaf are unstopped, the lame man leaps as a

hart, and the tongue of the dumb sings.' * The lepers are cleansed, and the poor have
the Gospel preached unto them.' " Speaking of the people of his charge, and the fruits of

his labour, the same Missionary, writing at the close of last year, mentions the following

pleasing circumstances :

—

The members of my church have not

been selected from the higher ranks in life
;

bat they are poor negroes whom God has

cliosen, and made members of his church
militant, and heirs of eternal glory, and who
will be my "joy and crown of rejoicing at

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ." I

am happy to say, that my church has been
hitherto blessed with abundant prosperity

—my people are united, and walk in love

—

they are, indeed, zealous for the honour of

Christ, and neglect no opportunity that

presents itself of promoting the interest of

the Redeemer's Kingdom in the instruction

of their fellow-men. They frequently walk
four or six miles of an evening to instruct

others in the things of Christ.

It is truly encouraging to see young
people come forward, having first given

themselves to Christ, to unite themselves
with his church and people. In Decem-
ber I received, with three others, a fine

When in con-

more de-

youth to church fellowship,

versation with him, I was not
lighted than astonished at the manner in

which he expressed his wishes to unite him-
self with the church. He had the deep-

est convictions of his own unworthiness in

the sight of God, and clear views of the

way of salvation. When I asked him
whether it was because he saw his mother,
and brother, ai>d friends, come to the Lord's

table, that he wished also to come, he an-

swered with much apparent feeling, "Oh,
no, massa, it is because I love the Lord
Jesus Christ, and wish to remember what
he has done for my salvation. } feel that I

am not my own, but His who died for me,
and wish to give myself to ijim!

I^"STA^•CE OF Chris ^IAX^"6RBEARA^^CE,
—The negroes are persons of quick "under-

standing and strong feelings, and some-
times, by the ardour of their passions, they

bring themselves into great trouble ; but
when their minds are brought under the in-

tiuence of the Gospel, we see, not unfre-

quently, the exercise of great forbearance.

A striking illustration of this has just fallen

under my notice. A negro, was going
from his house to see his ?nf^ in the hos-

pital ; on his way he was met by a quar-

relsome man, who began to abuse and after-

wards to beat him in the most shameful
manner. The injured negro, as soon as

possible, made his escape, and went direct

to the house of his teacher to inform him
what had taken place. When the teacher

saw the blood streaming down his face, he
said to the injured negro, " And he do you
all that bad, and you not strike him back !"

The negro replied, "Oh, no! I no put
finger on him ; I think it best to come to

you." The teacher, astonished at his for-

bearance, said, " Well, my brother, come
in

;
may God bless you for that. You fulfil

the commandment for true, and return not
evil for evil." It certainly must have re-

quired the exercise of great forbearance to

receive such unprovoked abuse without re-

taliation, especially from a negro.

Instances of Honesty.—As the ne-

groes are sometimes charged with disho-

nesty, I cannot conclude this letter without

giving you one or two illustrations of the

existence and exercise of the principles

of Christian honesty.

A short time ago a negro came to me to

change him a three-joe paper : being very

much engaged at the time, I gave him a

'oe's worth of change too much. The next

Sabbath the negro came to me, and said,

"Massa, when I reach home I count over

the change you give me last Sabbath, and
find one joe too much—I bring it back to

you."
The last Sabbath a young negro came to

me, and said, "Massa, last time you
gave me six guilders ten stivers, for five

guilders ten— I bring you one guilder

back."

Whatever may have been the character

of the negro in a state of slavery, it is

clear to me, from these and other circum-

stances which have passed under my notice,

that the principles of honesty have a place

in the negro's heart, and an influence on

the negro's conduct. There may be excep-

tions.
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SOUTH SEAS.

STATE OF THE NATIVE CHURCHES AT TAHITI.
BY THE REV. HENRY NOTT.

In the ^Missionary Magazine for July, the friends of the Society were informed of the

arrival of Mr. Nottj who had returned to this country after the labour of forty eventfvil

years in the South Sea Islands, during which he had witnessed, and been a chief instrument

in effecting, by the blessing of the !Most High, one of the most marvellous and important

changes that any nation can experience—the abandonment of Idolatry, and the adoption of

the Christian faith. The following extract is from a communication addressed, by this de-

voted servant of Christ, to the Directors of the Society, since his arrival in England, and
will be perused, we are assured, with grateful satisfaction.

On the 20th of February, 1836, I em- devout gratitude to the Father of mercies I

barked, ^-ith Mrs. Xott, on board the French
brig Courier, bound for Bordeaux, and
anchored off that city on the 5th of June,

having been only three months and a half at

sea. At the Quarterly ^Meeting of the bre-

thren in Tahiti, in September, 1835, I in-

formed them, that by the time of our next

meeting, which would be in the following

December, I hoped to lay before them the

whole of the Scriptures in the Tahitian lan-

guage. This information produced no small

joy among them. We met in December
last, and I was then enabled to state that

the Scriptures were finished. This excited

in their minds, as also in my own, gra-

titude to God for his supporting goodness,

in sparing my life, and enabling me to

finish what I had, with long and unremitting

endeavours, laboured to accomplish. It

now appeared to the brethren very de-

sirable that the Scriptures should be printed

in England, by the aid of the British and
Foreign Bible Society. The work was felt

to be too great for us to attempt. De-
tached portions of Scripture, as a single

Gospel, or a single book, a spelling-book,

or a tract, might be accomplished ; but the

entire volume of Divine Revelation could at

best only be done in a very iaferior man-
ner, and by a process so slow as to oc-

casion a most undesirable delay. The bre-

thren were very apprehensive of the risk

I should incur in another voyage round
Cape Horn, and though they did not doubt
that the change of air would tend to restore

my exhausted energy and health
;
yet, they

rather hoped than believed, that I should

reach my native country in such a state of

health as to be instrumental in forwarding
the printing of the Bible for the poor Ta-
hitians. This was my hope ; the thought of

it cheered and animated my spirit in the

prospect of dangers, and the uncertainty
as to how I might bear the voyage. By the

good hand of God upon us we have arrived

at the land of our fathers, in improved
health, and have found that the Lord has
been better to us than all our fears.

" You will naturally be anxious to know
in what circumstances I left the brethren,
and the people of my charge ; and it is with

inform you, that it is long since the spi-

ritual state of the people, among whom I

laboured, was so eucouragiog as when I

left. The Lord has put his hand a second
time to the cause, and has revived his work
in the midst of the years. We received, with

much encouragement, the assurance of your
affectionate sympathy with us in the trials

to which our churches were exposed, from
the improper conduct of some, once num-
bered among their members, from the oc-

currence of war, and the shameful im-
portation of ardent spirits. But it will be
gratifying to you to know, that when the

irregularities produced by these causes, es-

pecially by the latter, were greatest, the

mass of the people were in sobriety and
peace, and a large majority of the members
of the churches, with perhaps only one ex-
ception, remained stedfast in the faith, and
order, and purity of the Gospel.

At my own station, Papaoa, in the

close of the summer of 1835, several, among
those who seemed neither to fear God nor
regard man, came forward, expressing re-

pentance toward God, and faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ. These persons belonged to two
different classes. Some were among those

who had never made more than a nominal
profession of Christianity, by abandoning
idolatry, and joining in public Christian

worship, and other outward observances.

They had never given evidence of personal

concern on the subject of religion ; out had
rather, without much consideration, fol-

lowed the stream when the nation, as such,

adopted the Christian faith
;

they had
never been baptized. Others were among
those who had been baptized in their in-

fancy, as children of church members, but
had never been convinced of sin, or of their

need of a Redeemer to save them from the

wrath to come. Both these classes, about

the time above referred to, appeared under
deep conviction of the necessity of personal

attention to the state of their souls ; and
were exceedingly importunate to be num-
bered with the people of the Lord. They

. were not, however, importunate in any rude

or vain-confident manner, but •svished to

pursue any course that might be deemed
E 2



40 MISSIONARY MAGAZINE

most conducive to the attainment of the

object of their desire. To these two classes

of persons a third might be added, which
seemed under deep religious impressions,

viz., those who, though they had been ad-

mitted to the church, had, on account of

improper conduct, been separated from its

fellowship. Many persons of this descrip-

tion applied to me with all the importunity
of men in good earnest to obtain that sal-

vation which is in Christ Jesus with eter-

nal glory. At first they used to come in

small parties, two, four, or six at a time.

At our quarterly meeting at Papeite, which
took place in December, 18.35, the brethren

inquired into the truth of the reports which
they had heard on this subject, and being

answered in the affirmative, we rejoiced to-

gether on account of what the Lord ap-

peared to be doing in behalf of the poor
people—we thanked God and took courage.

But when, after the meeting, we returned

to our respective stations, the number of

those persons who professed to be seeking

salvation by the blood of Christ increased

greatly, and they came in companies of

ten, twenty, and thirty at a time, asking

the way to Zion with their faces thither-

ward. These would give me no rest, but

pressed me with importunity at all times in

the day, morning, noon, and night ; and
often, after I had been spending a con-

.siderable time with them, instructing, ex-

horting, examining them preparatory to bap-
tism, and communion with the church, they

would still follow me home, as if unwilling

to attend to any other subject. I held the

meetings with these inquirers in the chapel,

and many of the members of the church
were accustomed to attend. On these oc-

casions, the latter could not refrain from the

expression of their surprise at the great

work which God was doing among them.

These people, they said, were many of them
wild men and women from the mountains,

and had only now become tame and tract-

able, and behold they are seeking salvation

through the blood of the Lamb ! On these

occasions it often gave me unspeakable
pleasure to see many of the poor old mem-
bers of the church creep along the beach
with tottering steps, and leaning on a staff,

as they approached the chapel to which
they came, that they might be present to

hear the instruction given to those over

whom they had often wept, and prayed in

secret and in public, who were now turning

to the Lord. On inquiring of them what
was their reason for coming, as the in-

structions given were generally a repetition

of what had been formerly given to them-
selves, they said that God had answered
their prayers, by fulfilling that passage of

Scripture which I had formerly preached
from, ** Compel them to come in, that my

house may be filled." God was now filling

his house with these poor outcasts, who
were not a people, but are now the people

of God. " And now we entreat you to per-

severe in exhorting and warning them to

fiee from the wrath to come. Tell them,

as you are telling them, to stand aside,

every one of them who are on the Lord's

side, by tens, by twenties, and by hun-
dreds, and let them seek with earnestness

and sincerity, that they may be enrolled

among the people of God. Tell them not

to spend either their time or their labour

for that which is not bread, or to give to

the things of time that attention which is

only due to the things of eternity. Do not

keep them too long out of the church
;
you

will find them more intelligent than in for-

mer years, when you were instructing us

and receiving us into the church. They
can read and write too, and understand the

different catechisms very well. These they

learned long ago, but being deceived by the

devil they have neglected their books ; now
they apply to you to be instructed and re-

ceived into the church, and vre hope you
will not delay their admittance too long."

Previous to this period, the minds of se-

veral of the brethren, including myself,

were very powerfully impressed with the

vastness and importance of the things of

eternity. I never felt satisfied in leaving

the chapel, imless fully convinced that I

had, in dependance on the Divine blessing,

used my utmost endeavours to persuade

men to fly from iunpending vengeance. I

did not feel satisfied unless I had made
them feel my words as well as hear them.

Others of the Missionaries have expressed

themselves in similar language, and have

spoken of the impressive urgency and im-

portunity which the Lord had enabled them
to use with their people. Thus we were

enabled to reprove, rel:»uke, exhort, with all

long suffering and doctrine ;
wilUng to bear

all things, to endure all things for the

elect's sake, that they might obtain the sal-

vation, which is in Christ Jesus, with eter-

nal glory.

After our last quarterly meeting at Pa-

peite, in December, 1835, and a few weeks
before my embarkation in the " Courier,"

I made it known to the people that I was
about to leave them and go to England, in

order to forward the printing of the Scrip-

tures in their own language, which I hoped
would be effected by the Bible Society, and
the copies well bound and forwarded to

them. They desired to know why I could

not send the copy of the Scriptures to Eng-
land, to be printed there and sent out to

them, without going myself. To get the

word of God printed, they said, was a very

good thing, but could it not be done with-

out my leaving them ? I was not only their
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teacher, but their spiribial father, and the

guide or teacher of the Royal Family also
;

and how could they do without me ? No
other could act towards them as I had done.

I told them I hoped and believed they would
be mistaken in that case ; that the Mis-
sionaries remaining had the same affection

and regard for them as I had ; that from
those to whose care they would be committed,

1 hoped and believed they would meet with

the same kind attention as from myself.

That to get the Scriptures printed seemed
now to devolve upon me, in an especial

manner, after I had, in great weakness and
afEiction, spent so many years in translating

them ; and as this could not be done on the

spot I could not do otherwise than remove
to a place where it could be done in the

least possible time, and with the greatest

advantage, and that place was England. I

also reminded them of my present weak and
enfeebled state, and aSked them how long

they thought it was likely I could survive

among them ; and if they thought that pe-

riod was likely to be very short, then would
they prefer that my little remaining strength

should be devoted to promoting the pu-
rity of the Scriptures, rather than upon any
other object ; and especially if it should

please God to render the sea air beneficial

to the restoration of my health. From
these considerations they seemed to ac-

quiesce, though with great reluctance, to

my removal.

About a fortnight before I left the island

her majesty Pomare and her husband, and
her mother, and a number of her attendants,

came and requested to be admitted into the

fellowship of the church. She was desii ed

with her husband to write to me, and letme
know their feelings and views, and the rea-

sons why they wished to be united with the

people of God ; but her mother and others

were requested to come on the days ap-
pointed for meeting the rest of the can-
didates. After the party had returned home
the queen and her husband wrote to me, and
informed me of their views and desires to

become members of the church. After the

letter, which the queen wrote to myself,

and one which she wrote also to the dea-

cons of the church, had been read and con-
sidered, she was, with her husband, re-

ceived among us, with the entire concur-
rence of the whole church, and united with
us in partaking of the ordinance at the

Lord's table on the following Sabbath.

Never had it been my privilege to admit,
in so short a time, to the fellowship of the

church, so many of whom I entertained

such favourable hopes, for never were the

prospects of my station more encouraging.

Such was the state of things among the

natives at Papaoa when I left them. The
islands were all in peace, though there were

political questions pending at the time,

which may occasion them some trouble.

The churches at the various stations of

the brethren, I believe, are on the increase,

especially at Mr. Davies's station at Pa-

para. Mr. Davies mentioned that a strong

and extending attention to the great truths

of salvation ' had taken place at his station,

similar to that witnessed at my own. May
the Lord in mercy strengthen his hands, and
encourage the hearts of my brethren the

Missionaries. May they continue to preach

the truth, and preach the truth in love
;

and may the next information you re-

ceive, confirm, and add fresh evidence to

what I have now stated of the blessing of

the Lord resting on their labours.

I remain, dear brethren.

Very faithfully, yours,

HENRY NOTT,

CHINA.
ATTEMPT TO PENETRATE THE COUNTRY BY THE MIN RIVER.

In May, 1835, a spirited attempt was made by J. G. Gordon, Esq. Secretary to the *' Cal-
cutta Tea Committee," in company with the Rev. Messrs. GutzlafF and Stevens, to ascend the

IMin River, the entrance to which is in lat. 26^ 6' N. Ion. 119° 55', for the purpose of pene-
trating to the celebrated Bohea or Wooe Hills, where are situated the tea plantations of the

Fuh Keen Province of China. Of this excursion the Asiatic Journal for last June contains

an account, furnished by Mr. Gordon himself, from which the following particulars are

selected.

On the 7th of May, 1835, Mr. Gordon and his friends disembarked from the ship Go-
vernor Findlay, and proceeded in a boat up the western branch of the Min River; but hav-
ing lost their course in the mazes of its numerous streams, were soon involved in the most
perplexing uncertainty as to their right direction. With considerable difficulty they reached
Fuh-Chow-foo, where they were surrounded by government war-boats, and where the strong

opposing current in the river obliged them soon to cast anchor, when the Chinese, by great

exertion, passed some distance above them on the stream.
The voyagers now began to apprehend resistance, and their suspicions were btrengthened

when a Kwan-loo came alongside, bearing in his hands some loose papers, which, having no
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appearance ofan official communication, Mr. GutzlafF, on whose attention they were urged, re-

fused to notice. After nightfall, the people of the villages, amongst whom there appeared
every desire to act a friendly part, brought the adventurous party bamboos for pulling, and
other supplies. The wind was lulled, and during the night they heard much beating of

gongs, firing of arms, and cheering among the war-boats.

In the morning, fresh attempts were made to deliver messages in writing, as if from the au-
thorities. One of these papers, brought by a simple-looking peasant boy, was read by Mr.
GutzlafF; it stated, " That multitudes of officers, with an army of 9000 men, were drawn up
close by, and that there were tens of thousands of soldiers further on." This, being palpably

a gross exaggeration, was otherwise deemed of no importance than that it indicated a dispo-

sition to impede the further advance of Mr. Gordon and his companions. They now resolved to

prosecute their undertaking, except prevented by actual force, and again got under weigh, with
all their canvass spread to the rising breeze ; but had not proceeded far upon their way, when
a dangerous and continued discharge of fire-arms, by which one of their men was wounded,
warned them to desist, and they finally put about with the intention of returning to Fuh-
Chow. During the night they again lost their course, the tide fell, and at day-light they found
that the boat had run upon a bank, and now lay at a distance of sixty yards from the water.

The inhabitants, who collected on the spot, were friendly, and brought fish and other pro-

visions for sale, but in the course of the morning a number of soldiers, headed by an officer,

scrambled into the boat and disturbed the party while at breakfast. Mr. Gutzlaff told tliem to

retire; but they persisted in keeping possession of the boat until the sailors obliged them to

withdraw.
When the tide again rose, the boat regained the main channel, and, escorted by a numerous

fleet of Chinese war-junks, reached Mingan on the 13th of May; passed the Forts at the

Bogue, whence a salute was fired, and in thejafternoon of the same day got on board the

ship from which they had started.

A petition was immediately forwarded to the viceroy, praying for an inquiry into the con-

duct of the persons who had fired on them in the river, complaining of the fierce and wanton
attack thus made upon their lives, and demanding reparation. Much delay ensued ; the apr

plication was answered in an unmanly and evasive manner; and up to the 17th of May, at

which time the Findlay removed from the Min River into the outer bay, no redress had
been obtained.

Mr. Gordon had hoj-ied to penetrate at least 200 miles into the country, and to spend
several weeks there, in making observations on the cultivation and preparation of the tea-

plant. The enterprise, as regards this design, must consequently be considered as unsuccess-

ful ; but in a visit to the Ankoy Tea Hills, accomplished some time before and with similar

purposes, this gentleman collected many additional facts, in connexion with a subject which,

although interesting, is as yet comparatively but little known. Our readers will therefore be
gratified by a description, from so authentic a source, of this valuable shrub as it appears in

the field. Mr. Gordon writes :

—

" We got up at day-break, and proceeded
to visit the spot where the plants were cul-

tivated. We were much struck with the

variety of the appearance ofthe plants ; some
of the shrubs scarcely rose to the height of a

cubit above the ground, and those were so

very bushy that the hand could not be thrust

between the branches. They were also

thickly covered with leaves, but these were
very small, scarcely above three-fourths of

an inch long. In the same bed were other

plants with stems four feet high, far less

branchy, and with leaves from one and a

half to two inches in length. The produce
of great and small was said to be equal. The
distance from centre to centre of the plants

was about four and a half feet ; and the plants

seemed to average about two feet in diameter.

Though the ground was not terraced, it was
formed into beds that were partly levelled.

These were perfectly well dressed as in gar-

den cultivation, and each little plantation

was surrounded by a low stone fence, and a

trench. There was no shade, but the places

selected for the cultivation were generally in

the hollows of] hills, where there was a good
deal of shelterljon two sides, and the slope

comparatively easy. I should reckon the

height of the highest plantations we visited

to be about 700 feet above the plain, but

(hose we saw at half that height, and even

less, appeared more thriving, probably from
having somewhat better soil, though the

best is little more than mere sand. I have
taken specimens from three or four gardens.

Contrary to what we had been told the pre-

ceding night, I found that each garden had
its little nursery, where the plants were
growing to tlie height of four or five inches,

as closely set as they could stand : from

which 1 conceive that the plant requires

absolutely a free soil, not wet or clayey,

but of a texture that will retain moisture
;

and the best site is one not so low as that at

which water is apt to spring from the sides of

a hill, nor so high as to be- exposed to the

violence of stormy weather. There is no

use in attempting to cultivate the plant on an

easterly exposure, though it is sufficiently

hardy to bear almost any degree ofdry cold."
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PHYSICAL BEAXITV OF THE COUNTRY,
Of the attempt to adv^ance into the interior of China by the Min River, Mr. Stevens ha

also given an animated and grunhical account; noticing some circumstances which Mr.
Gordon left untouched. After adverting to the opposition encountered by the party in ad-

vancing up the river, Mr. Stevens offers some remarks on the picturesque character of the

scenerv through which it flows.

" The tract of country," he observes,

through which this excursion led us, inde-

pendent of all other considerations, is one of

great interest and beauty. ' The river Min,
though in magnitude it may seem but insig-

nificant in comparison with several of the

vast rivers of Asia and China, yet in real

utility and commercial importance will con-

test the palm with any of them.' It drains

the waters of the province from the parallels

of 28 degrees to 25 degrees 30 minutes
north ; and in longitude extends through the

whole breadth of Fuhkeen. Its northern
branch, rising in the province of Chekeang,
passes southward through the very centre of

the Wooe hills, joins the two western
branches at the city of Yenping foo, from
whence, pursuing a south-east direction, it

reaches the ocean, after a course of above 300
miles. Besides the capital, Fuhchow, there

stands on this river and its branches three

cities of tlie foo order, and twenty-two of the

heen, in all, twenty-six walled towns. Bold,
high, and romantic hills give a uniform, yet

ever-varying aspect to the country ; but it

partakes so much of the mountainous charac-
ter, that it may be truly said, beyond the ca-

pital we saw not one plain, even of small
extent. But every hill was covered with
verdure from the base to the summit. The
less rugged were laid out in terraces, rising

above each other, sometimes to the number of

thirty or forty. On these the yellow barley
and wheat were waving over our heads ; here
and there a labourer, with a bundle of the

grain which he had reaped on his shoulder,

was bringing it down the hill to thrash it

out. Orange, lemon, or mulberry groves,

and other trees, sometimes shaded a narrow
strip along the banks, half concealing the

cottages of the inhabitants. Rarely have
mine eyes seen so varied and lovely, and at

tlie same time, so extensive, a tract, as the

valley of the Min. Neither did we in any
instance receive unkind treatment from the

people, nor, except in the attack at Mintsing,
from the military. The interesting events
of that week will not be easilv forgotten by
those who passed so rapidly through them.
And as the result is, it is perfectly gratifying

to know that, among the friendly people, were
left several hundred volumes of books, which
may teach the way of salvation, while they
remind them of the kindness of foreigners,

long after the noise of the present events has
died away."

PRACTICABILITY OF ENTERING THE COUNTRY.

" 1 he result of this expedition, taken in

connexion with the transactions of last sum-
mer in the river of Canton, will go to prove

that the interior of China cannot be traversed

with impunity by foreigners. The erection

of new, and the repairing of old forts, and

the garrisoning of deserted military sta-

tions, all indicate a sort of indefinite appre-

hension of danger from abroad. The vigi-

lance of the imperial officers in the interior,

forbids the hope that a foreigner can pene-

trate far without detection ; and their adhe-

siveness when once attached to the intruder

equally allows no ho])e of escaping from

them. If the Chinese costume were adopted,

this might prolong the time of detection, but

would much more diminish personal safety

after such a discovery. But this prevalent

feeling of suspicion is not of much conse-

quence to the merchant, who only proposes

to send his vessels into the outer harbour for

the sake of trade. The disposition of the

people was sufficiently manifested by their

readiness to seize opportunities of inter-

course, and especially of trade, with us.

More than once were we importuned by the

villagers among whom we went on shore

after our return, to drive away the fleet that

was stationed to guard us. Nor need this

feeling retard the zeal of the missionary, be

fore whom lies a well inhabited sea-coast of

manv hundred miles, to much of which ac-

cess may be had in the way of transient

visits at least, and where live a numerous

body of our fellow-men, ready to receive

from our hands religious books. The evi-

dences of this readiness we constantly found

in this short excursion."

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOK?,

" The books which were taken on the ex-

pedition were an Address to the Chinese na-

tion, inculcating kindness towards all men
on the principles of the gospel, the Life of

Christ, and a Commentary on the ten com-
mandments. The first time we stopped in

the river, iMr. Gutzlaff gave a number of

books to a man who stood on shore, desiring

him to distribute them among the crowd ; but

the applicants grew so eager and rude that

the poor man was thrown down by the con-

tending bystanders. Twice during the same
day, having lost our way, iMr. Gutzlaff and

mvself took long walks on shore with books,

which were gratefully received by the peas-

antry. There was no need to ask them to

receive a book, for they in one instance

actually took them from us by force. During

all that afternoon we continued to distribute

from the boat to the poor, who waded into

the water and came to us, and to the richer,

who stood on the bank and sent requests for

a book. The little boy who ferried us

ashore, said, I ask no money, only give
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me a book." On anotLer occasion, at our

anchorage near JMintsing, Mr. Gutzlaff and

myself proceeded to a valley in the neigh-

bourhood, but nobody would have any com-

munication with us. Yet after distributing

among them some copies of the Address to

the Chinese nation, they became friendly

and ready to render any service. Next
morning they assembled in greater numbers,

with more earnest expressions of good-will

;

but it was not thought proper to attract a

greater concourse by distributing tracts, and

many of them went away unsupplied. On
our retreat, while lying aground, tlie people

were importunate for books, and the persons

who agreed to aid in getting off the boat

did it on the express stipulation of a book

for each one, besides the promised reward.

The arrival of the officers prevented distri-

bution here.

But it was after our return to the vessel,

that the most extensive opportunity Vv'as en-

joyed of putting into circulation the various

books. Through the kindness of Captain

M'Kay, during three successive days we
landed and distributed them without any re-

straint, and to the extent which our strength

permitted. On the first morning, I landed

with a good supply, aud with a seaman to

assist in carrying them to a village one or

two miles distant. As we approached, many
inhabitants assembled in front of an idol

temple to receive them from my hand.

They then led the way through their village,

and as 1 passed through the narrow streets,

I left a book at each door. They were
eagerly but properly received, and when all

were gone, I was invited to enter a house

and take some refreshment. The next day,

Mr. Gutzlaft'and myself landed at the same
place with a greater quantity of books, and
distributed them in the same village, and in

another beyond. They were eagerly receiv-

ed, and the only complaint was that they

were angry with Mr. Gutzlaff for taking any
to the other village. On our return most of

the people were in their houses reading the

books. A teacher was explaining one of the

hymns of Dr. Morrison's sheet-tracts to the

by-standers. The beautiful island of Hoo-
keang we visited on the third day with a

very large number of books. JNIr. Gutzlaff

and myself took different routes to the large

village which is on it, but had scarcely en-

tered it before the people became so pressing

that to prevent being quite plundered, I was
obliged to climb a wall above their reach.

This did not prevent their tearing the books

from each other's hands, and occasionally in-

juring the book by that means. Mr. Gutzlaff

went through a street and distributed them as

regularly as a boisterous crowd permitted

.

But the whole truth would not be said, if

room were left to suppose that religious

books and instruction were all the desire of

the people. More than once when giving

away the sacred word, we were surrounded
by a set of miserable, pale-faced slaves of

opium, importuning us to give them a m.or-

sel of their favourite narcotic ; and it was
impossible to make them believe that I had
not got some about my person, nor was it

easy to escape their pressing entreaties.

These examples are sufficient, if need be,

to sliow the willingness of the people to re-

ceive and read foreign religious books. la
ordinary cases it is not possible to distribute

regularly in a town or a large village ; the

eagerness of the crowd is so great that no man
can withstand the forcible application of the

people for books. But this disposition will

be misunderstood, if any one attributes it ia

general to any extraordinary interest in re-

ligion. It seems to me neither a new nor a

local feeling ; but from Kwangtung to Shan-
tung the same spirit of curiosity generally

prevails, and it would probably have been
tije same ten years since as at this time.

Let us not suppose that it is owing to the re-

ligious sensibilities of the nation being par-

ticularly excited at the present time ; but ra-

ther to the national curiosity being awakened,
and finding an opportunity of being cheaply
gratified. The excitement of curiosity must
be chiefly attributable to the exertions which
have been made upon the maritime parts of

China during the last three years; and a-

mong the thousands and even millions who
during that time have heard or read of the

Gospel, it would indeed be strange that not

one inquirer should be found, who was moved
by better motives, and by truly religious

feelings. I do not therefore mean to exclude
the opinion that there may be frequent in-

stances of this sort; but only to say that the

same eagerness exists where neither mission-

aries nor their books have been known.
" To take advantage of this trait of the

Chinese people is our duty as Christians, and
thereby to introduce the knowledge of the

Christian religion. While the coast is acces-

sible to them who minister to their depraved
appetites, it is not right that the field should
be given up to that traffic."

CHINESE MAXIMS.
TRANSLATED BY THE REV. SAMUEL KIDD.

The maxims of the Chinese are founded
on customs which have swayed their minds
for many ages, or on those obvious prin-

ciples of human nature, to which all na-
tions, partially civilized, would subscribe,

who are not favoured with Divine Revela-
tion ; and hence the general similitude be-
tween the proverbs of different Oriental
nations. The following sentiments are ex-
tracted from Chinese authors, and although
not unimportant, yet require to be circum-
scribed in their influenc-e within the limits

of Divine truth.
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" Human beings are dependant on the

conduct of heaven, as a ship on the ma-
riner who guides the helm."

The ideas entertained by Chinese, on the

subject of God's decrees, are similar to those

of Mahommedans, who discourage the use of

means, lest they should offend God and

thwart his purposes
;
they have not attained

to the beauty of inspired wisdom, which re-

presents the council of heaven in perfect

harmony -n-ith human instrumentality.
" Good fortune is a reward to virtuous

men, but a punishment to the wicked."

This notion, in connexion with the pre-

ceding sentiment, would seem to involve an

acknowledgment of righteous retribution

even on earth, and still the Chinese only

attach to such opinions the idea of fatalism

inherent in human conduct, which brings

with it its own reward.
" Life may be extinguished, but an ho-

nourable reputation can never perish."
*' Integrity is more to be relied on than

any deposit."
** Good men cherish mutual fellowship,

but the principles of bad men tend to

alienate them from each other."

Difference between theory and practice is

no where more strongly marked than in the

contrast which subsists between the con-

duct and professed principles of the Chi-

nese. A stranger must not judge of them
from their avowed preferences, but from a

careful analysis of their actions, as the only

sure mode of testing their principles.

" A diamond cannot be polished without

labour, and a man who would be perfect

must pass through tribulation," (literally,

"grinding.")
The perfect man of the sages is one who

attains to the supposed blamelessness and
virtue of his original nature, which cannot

be acquired without strenuous exertion and
much self-denial. After all human efforts,

man, on this system, must not expect to be

in a more favourable moral or spiritual

state than that in which he was born.

Alas ! how far from the truth and from
righteousness must they be who have no
other hope.

A fallen tree affords no shade."

45

" An elephant's tooth is not found in the

mouth of a mouse."
By these adages is set forth the folly of

vain pursuits and speculations. Circum-
stances must, to a great extent, be our

guide, and we ought to regiilate our an-

ticipations by our means and prospects.
" A good man vrill not dwell in a bad

neighbourhood, for fear of being over-

powered by its contaminating influences."

The salutary operation of this maxim
was illustrated in the education ofMencius,

by his mother, whose husband, though
ranked amongst the literate, was not cele-

brated either for talent or virtue. He is

therefore passed over in silence by Chinese

writers, and his wife, on whom the care of

her son's education devolved, is praised as

a prudent clever woman, whose parental

solicitude and vigilance were worthy of de-

vout imitation by heads of families. It is

said, she changed her residence three times

for the sake of her son. In the first in-

stance she lived in the vicinity of a slaugh-

terhouse, where, from the interest Mencius
appeared to take in its scenes, by reacting

them at home, she became afraid his feel-

ings would get depraved, and his sensibili-

ties blunted, and therefore removed. Her
next habitation was near a burial place.

Here her anxieties were aroused anew, by
perceiving the object of her care interest

himself in representing the attitudes of the

mourners, who came at stated seasons to

weep over the tombs and offer sacrifices to

the manes of their deceased relations, whose
boyish practices she feared might habituate

him to treat with lenity the sacred and solemn
acts of ancestral worship. But in her third

residence her fears were set at rest, for she

fixed her dwelling opposite to a school, where
Mencius, observing that the pupils were in-

structed in polite literature, commenced a

repetition of what he saw abroad. His
mother was greatly delighted, and now
thought her toil would be repaid ; nor was
she disappointed ; for her son being sent to

school was so successful that eventually he
became one of China's most distinguished

pliilosophers, second only to Confucius.

Mencius lived about 350 years before Chiist.

EAST INDIES.

ABANDONMENT OF THE IDOLS AT A HINDU FESTIVAL.

Tidings from India continue to furnish most decisive evidence of the fact, that the ob-
jects of idolatrous worship in that country have lost their hold on the affections of the
people ; that the irgorgeous and imposing festivals cease to inspire the ardour that formerly
brought together the many thousands of eager and enthusiastic worsliippers, who crowded
to the places at which they were celebrated ; that coercion is now necessary to keep up
pven the debasing and foolish pageants by which the observances are distingxiished, and that
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the idols, if left to the spontaneous support of the people, won.ld soon perish from under the

heavens. Amon? the accounts of this kind, the following has been recently received from

the Missionaries at Bellary, in the Madras Presidency.

In April, 181^5, Mr. Paine, accompanied
by S. Flavel, the native pastor of the Tamul
Church at Bellary, and Burder, the native

reader, visited Humpee, standing on the
site of the ancient and renowned city of

Bisnaghur, The attendance at the festival,

which is celebrated in honour of the Hin-
du deity Pompapatii, "was large, probably
50,000, though, in former years, the Mis-
sionaries have seen upwards of 100,000 at

the same place. On the great day of the

festival, viz. the day of the full moon, the
multitudes were assembled to draw the two
immense cars in which the obiects of their

veneration are deposited. These cars are

ponderous fabrics of wood, one of them
being about 200 feet high, raised on
wheels 14 feet in diameter; 1000 people
have been counted dragging one of them
along. On this occasion, when as many as

could be obtained were about to commence
their labour, a violent storm, attended with
torrents of rain, burst from the heavens

;

the multitude made a simultaneous rush
to places of shelter ; the gods were deserted
and left to suffer the fury of the elements
almost in solitude. The rain being very
heavy, and the soil somewhat loose, the
w^heels of the larger car sunk so far into

the ground as to render it impossible on
that day to move it from the spot at which
it had been forsaken by the votaries of the
idols it conveyed. Attempts were made on
the succeeding day to draw it, but to little

purpose. The smaller car was drawn by
the Brahmins, who united their energies for

that purpose. The populace manifested far

less zeal in their endeavours, and, with all

the stimulants which were employed to ex-
cite them to vigorous effort, the large

car was not moved many yards. Mes-
sengers were therefore dispatched to the
Anagoondy Rajah, who resides in the

neighbourhood, inviting his aid on behalf of
the divinity. He obeyed the summons,
and hastened to the ground, accompanied
by his retinue. The whole force in the place

was now combined : immense levers were
applied to the wheels of the car, and the
strength of the elephant also employed to

move the huge vehicle from its place.

Clapping of hands, acclamations of female
spectators, and the discharge of fire-arms,

soon announced its motion, but it was ad-
vanced with great difficulty a few yards,
when the efforts of the people relaxed ; and
the exhausted strength of the few who were
zealous in the cause, obliged them to desist

from the task.

How the car should be returned to its

proper ]>lace was the object of anxiety
on the part of the Brahmins, as the na-

tives from a distance were beginning to

retire. Humpee is situated in a deep and

beautiful valley, exhibiting the most lux-

uriant and picturesque appearance, and

surrounded by lofty rocks of singularly fas-

tastic shapes. The river Toombudra flows

through the centre of the valley, and adds

greatly to its fertility and the richness of

its scenery. The avenues to the valley were

now closed, and none were allowed to leave

it until the idol should be returned to the

(emple. Necessity now supplied a motive

to exertion which idolatrous zeal could not

furnish : it united the efforts of the mul-

titudes, and with labour and difficulty they

conveyed the idol to her shrine.

No illustration co\ald more strikingly dis-

play the delusion of the worshippers of these

deities than the events which occurred du-

ringthis festival, and they were employed for

the conviction of the judgments of the peo-

ple ; in some instances it was evident with

considerable success. Several confessed

that signs of the downfall of their system

were beginning to appear, and that it would

not be long before car-festivals would cease.

It was remarked, that the car would not be

drawn beyond the place where the Mis-

sionaries are usually stationed, and which

is commonly called the Padre's Muntapah,

a porch or shelter, occupied by the bre-

thren. Some natives observed that this was

a most ominous circumstance.

PLEASING INSTANCE OF THE
POWER OF THE GOSPEL
BY THE REV. J. BILDKRBECK.

In the month of June, another short tour

was undertaken to a village called Vane-
thumullay, which is situated about seven

miles to the south-west of Chittoor. Here
a favourable opportunity presented itself of

preaching the word.. Thousands were con-

gregated together to celebrate a car-festival

held in honour of their ffod Yishnoo. Onp
poor man here met with that balm for his

wounded conscience, which he had else-

where sought in vain. He was a farmer and

an inhabitant of Vellore. He had, at soma
former period of his life struck his mother,

and the sin lay heavily on his conscience.

He called upon the gooroo, (religious teacher

or spiritual guide, of his village,") to seek ease

for his conscience and remission for h B

sins. The gooroo, abrahmin, who was on the

eve of leaving for Vanethumullay, to assist

at the feast, thought this a fit opportunitv

to profit on the poor man's feelings, and

therefore proposed that he should carry his

baggage after him to the place of the feast

gratis, assuring him that the merit of this

deed would expiate his guilt. The poor
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farmer, anxious to relieve Himself from the

still heavier burden that lay upon his heart,

cheerfully acceeded to the proposal, and,

on their way, received instructions from
the Brahmin, to clean his brazen vessels

after they should reach Vanethumullay.
When they arrived at the place, the Brah-
min took up his abode with his own people,

the baggage-carrier put down his burden,
and a place was pointed out to him on the
piol in the front of the house. Seeing some
brazen pots in the inner court of the house,
he remembered the instructions he had re-

ceived on the way, and entered the place

with a view to have them cleaned ; but his

gooroo happening to be absent at the time,

those of his clan, supposing the man to be
taking undue liberties with the property,

had him turned out of the house contemp-
tuously. Upon the Brahmin's return he
stated his grievances, and, instead of ob-

taining any redress, he was informed, that

he had no further need of his services, and
that he might now return home. This

excited the farmer's surprise, and judging

that those who are subject to so much irri-

tation and injustice could not forgive sin.

he repaired himself to the temple to seek

it. The place chosen to erect the banners
of the cross was directly at the front of the

enemies' citadel, the heathen temple ; here
the "rams' horns" were sounded, the gospel

preached. The poor stranger, arrested in

his course, stood still, and unable longer to

contain his feelings, openly divulged his

situation, related his whole history, and
abandoning Vishnoo and the temple, fell in

spirit at the feet of the Saviour, and ex-

claimed, "This is what I sought! this is

what I want!" He wept,—he rejoiced!

Afterwards, upon a tract being offered him,
he took his little purse and said to the Mis-
sionary, " Here, Sir, is a double fanam,

this is all I have," and when it was returned

to him he said nearly as follows, " You see,

Sir, our gooroos never act so, they not only

take away all the money from us, but they

also take us away from our earnings ; for

had I been now at Vellore, I might at least

have obtained a single piece." Such, the

jNIissionary remarks, is brahminical influ-

ence ; such is the ignorance of the people
;

and the friends of true religion may add,

such the need of the gospel.

HOME INTELLIGENCE.
To the Editor of the Missionary Magazine and Chronicle.

Sir,—As every thing connected with Missions and Missionary labour is to me a subject

of peculiar interest, I hail with satisfaction the appearance of a Periodical, devoted en-

tirely to such objects. If the following sentiments, elicited by an article in your July

number, be deemed not alien from your plan, I shall thank you for their insertion, and

may, as occasion offers, call the attention of your readers to other things connected with

Christian Missions. ALIQUIS.
PAUCITY OF MISSIONARY LABOURERS.

There is in the present advanced stage of Missionary enterprise an anomaly, that I

confess has often surprised me—the superabundance of ministers at home,* the want of

Missionaries in foreign parts. I believe every Missionary Society has to complain of the

want of a suitable supply of Missionaries to occupy new fields of labour that are opening

to them, or to fill up the ranks for active service, when some devoted labourers have been

removed by death, or com.pelled to leave their stations on account of ill health.

Now I must assume, what I believe will not be controverted, that if there had been more

suitable labourers to offer themselves for Missionary work, they would soon have com-

manded the resources needful for their entering upon their destined fields of labour, and

their continuance in the service ; and that, by consequence, the Missionary cause would

have been much further in advance than it now is. The Baptist Mission, the early his-

tory of which is so much identified with the life of Dr. Carey, proves that suitable men

will generally secure the needful supplies.

Instances have been known, in which there have been ample funds collected for a

definite object, and comparatively little good done, for want of a vigorous agency to

employ them. But this state of things has passed away, and has been succeeded by the

formation of Societies, who send out faithful men into fields of Missionary labour, who

* We apprehend the parts of tlie country are very few to which tlie opinion of our friend, in regard to a
superabundance of ministers, is applicable, more particularly of ministers connected with those sections of

the church, from which the Missionaries of the Society are supplied.

—

Ed.
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feel, and I trust will yet feel, more and more, a mutual sympathy in eacli other's depart-

ment of service.

The Christian Churches connected more immediately with the London Missionary
Society, are this year called upon, to redeem a pledge of a far more important nature than

that of raising a few additional thousand pounds, that of sending out fifty additional Mis-
sionaries, if they can he found,

Though I had not the high gratification of attending the London Meetings this year,

nothing in their proceedings pleased me better, than the resolution that was passed to the

effect, that fifty more Missionaries should be sent forth to the field of foreign labour this year.

I was glad to find this subject so ably and opportunely adverted to in the Missionary

Magazine for July, by one who signs himself A Friend," and who has, in this instance,

approved himself a truefriend to Missions. I would have young ministers, and others a

little more advanced in years and experience, with all candidates for the ministry, ponder

attentively one weighty sentence in the paper referred to— Candidates for the ministry

may have to learn that their call to that office, and their self-devotion to it, cannot be

limited, ad, libitum, to the service of the churches at home ; and that the future invitation

of their elder brethren in the ministry, on a conviction of their possessing the requisite

qualifications to enter the Missionary field, is equally a part of the primary call."

Feeling, as I do, the most entire congeniality of sentiment with what is here expressed,

I should say it would augur well for our divinity colleges, if a spirit of Missionary enter-

prise were to pervade those schools of the prophets. The subject of regret is, that so few

men from those institutions have offered themselves for Missionary service. Young men
of good constitutions^ and whose other qualifications and endowments render them
eligible for such an undertaking, should hold themselves prepared, and ready to go, to

whatever part of the great vineyard their Lord and Master may call them.
On the same principle, it is desirable that ministers, who have held the pastoral relation,

should be free to engage in Missionary labour. Such instances of Christian heroism,

when they have occurred, which has been but rarely, have told well on the interests of

Christianity, both at home and abroad. And it would have an admirable eflect, if men of

some standing in the ministry were willing to relinquish, at least for a limited time, their

churches at home, for foreign labour. And the churches who could cheerfully resign

their services for the benefit that might thus accrue to the interests of the Redeemer's

kingdom would have no reason ultimately to regret the sacrifice they had made.
If Christians and Christian Churches were more spiritually healthful and vigorous, there

can be no doubt that we should soon see, not only the coffers of Missionary Societies

speedily replenished, but what is of still greater consequence, we should see the spirit of

prayer greatly increasing, and multitudes of suitable agents coming forth to consecrate

their talents to this noblest of all employments. We feel thankful for what has been done

to enhghten the heathen world, and for the good reflex influence of Missionary enterprise

on Christians at home. But never let us shut our eyes to the palpable fact, that, after all,

the Church of God is only beginning to awake to its immense obligations.

July 6, 1836.

NOTICE.

Arrival of the Rev. Dr. Philip, the Rev. James Read, the Caffre Chief Tzalzoe, and
Ajidiies Stofles, from the Kat River.

A Public Meeting of the friends of the London Missionar;* Society will be held in

Exeter Hall, on Wednesday, the 10th of August, for the purpose of receiving eom-
munications from the Rev. Dr. Philip, the Caftre Chief, and'the Hottentot, in reference to

tlie state and prospects of the Society's INIissions in South Africa.

The Chair will be taken at eleven o'clock precisely.

Admission by Tickets, to be had on application at the Mission-House.

ANNIVERSARY SERMONS.
{Continued from page 35.)

OnW^ednesday evening, IMay 11th, the Rev-
George Redford, D.D., LL.D., of Worces-
ter, preached at the Tabernacle, Moorfields,

from Rev. xiv. 6. " And I saw another

angelfly in the midst of heaven, having the

everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that

dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people.^^

The preacher commenced by a short ex-

planation of the symbolic language of the

text, as in harmony with the predictions of

the Old Testament, and perfection of the

disclosures made in the New. Having ob-

served that the universal propagation of the

gospel was an event which all Christians

deemed desirable, and that the expectation

of it might be fully justified from the lan-

guage of prophecy ; he proceeded to state,

that, he should not, however, avail himself

on the present occasion, of any argument
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from that source, but attempt to prove that

Christianity deserves to be the universal re-

ligion of mankind, by starting from ground
common to the believer and unbeliever.

This argument the preacher commenced by
a review of the moral condition of the world

from the earliest ages, and by stating the

admission of all parties, that a renovation of

the world was highly desirable. He next

proceeded to show that all human resources

had failed to attain this end. Having thus

cleared the way for the examination of

those professions with which Christianity

comes forward, he proceeded to exhibit its

adaptation to mankind in a variety of par-

ticulars, in which it appeared entitled to

pre-eminence over every other system.

From this branch of the discussion he ad-

vanced to meet the objection of infidelity,

derived from its limited propagation. Hav-
ing disposed of this, he next reviewed the

modern system of neology as a mitigated

form of infidelity, tending to rob Christian-

ity of its high authority, and to destroy our
faith in its efficiency. Here the preacher

combated, at considerable length, the no-
tion tjbat Christianity is a mere improve-
ment attained by reason upon Judaism and
Grecian theism, and having concluded this

argument, he came to the application of the

whole subject. He enumerated briefly

those encouraging signs of the present

times, which seem to indicate that the uni-

versal triumph of Christianity is at hand.
He particularly pointed out the fact, that it

is the only religion on the advance at the

present moment—-all others are waning be-

fore it—or if not, it is because they close eve-

ry avenue against its approach. Upon these

grounds he appealed to the whole church, to

combine its resources of all kinds, to hasten

the desired consummation— particularly

pointing out the fact, that the Christian

church possesses, at the present moment,
all the means requisite to accomplish the

desired and long-anticipated victory of the

Gospel. He then concluded by calling upon
his hearers to accept and consider the as-

surance, what both the providence and the

word of God warranted, that the Gospel
of Christ, having gone forth to so hopeful
an extent, should no longer pause as to its

high behest.

MANCHESTER.
ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE AUX-

ILIARY MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
On June 19, and the three following

days, was held in Manchester, the Anni-
versary of the East Lancashire Missionary
Society. Sermons were preached on the
Sabbath, by the Rev. John Leifchild, and
the Rev. Henry Townlcy, of London ; the

Rev. John Ely, of Leeds, the Rev. Thomas
Adkins, of Southampton, and the Rev. G.

Gogerly, Missionary from Calcutta ; and
the cause of Missions was so ably and suc-

cessfully pleaded, that nearly 1,400/. was
collected at the different places during the

day. On Monday evening, the Public Meet-
ing was held in Grosvenor-street Chapel,

J. H. Heron, Esq., the Treasurer, in the

Chair
;
when, after various powerful ad-

dresses had been delivered by the above-

named gentlemen and some others, the con-
tributions of the evening amounted to

1,176/. The Annual Sermon was preached
by the Rev. J. Leifchild, in Mosley-street

Chapel, on Tuesday evening : and a Public

Breakfast was numerously attended on Wed-
nesday morning, in Chapel- street School-

room, Salford ; on both which occasions,

the Missionary spirit was so happily sus-

tained, that aU felt it good to be there ; and
the whole proceeds of this anniversary,

though the exact returns have not yet been
made, are expected to exceed 3,000/. Butit
is with peculiar pleasure we observe, that the

devotional spirit and Christian zeal which
eminently distinguished these meetings,

were certainly equal to any thing of the

kind ever experienced there ; and that the

happiest results are still anticipated, not

only to the cause of Missions immediately

concerned, but to the cause of religion in

general.

IRELAND.
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE

REV. R. KNILL.
This day week I breakfasted at the Uni-

versity, Dublin, with twenty divinity stu-

dents. Prayer and praise filled the room,
and at the close one of the students com-
mended me to the Divine care in a most
solemn and pathetic manner. After we rose

from our knees and had wiped away our

tears, one of them said :
—" This must be

commemorated by some lasting token of our

love to the Missionary cause. I think we
ought to support a boys' school in Travan-
core, to be called, ' Trinity College School.'

"

It met with a burst of joy, and now there

will be a link formed between the academic
bowers of Trinity, and the Palmyra groves of

Caf.e Comorin.

HANTS.
EXTRACT OF A LETTErt FROM THE REV. JOHN

WILLIA3IS.

On returning to the Isle of Wight, as we
were sailing down its beautiful coast, a young
gentleman remarlied to me upon its beauties,

and said, that if the locality had admitted

of the supposition, he should conclude that

this was the paradise in which our lirst pa-

rents were placed. I replied that it was

certainly very beautiful, but that there were

many other parts of the world more so. He
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said, " I presume, Sir, you have seen other

parts." "Oh, yes!" I replied. He prose-

cuted his inquiries, to all of which I returned

answers. It was raining on deck ; the pas-

sengers, therefore, lormed a circle around
lue, and one question followed another in

sueh rapid succession, that we had, in fact,

an interesting little Missionary Meeting in

the cabin of the steam-boat.

On reaching the place of our disembarka-
tion I gave away a few of our Penny Mis-
sionary Magazine, and informed the passen-

gers who were leaving at that port, that I

should deliver an address at seven o'clock, in

the Independent Meeting-house, on the sub-

ject of jMissions. They thanked me for the

information, and several said that they had
been so much interested in what they liad

heard, that they should avail themselves of

the opportunity of hearing something more.
Just before I arose to commence my address,

a large party of my steam-boat companions
entered. Thinking to afford them a greater

degree of interest, 1 began by saying that it

was not necessary forme on the present occa-

sion to take a text; the remark of a young
gentleman on board the steam-boat, as we
were sailing down the coast, would afl'ord me
a very suitable one. His observations were
upon the exquisite beauties of the lovely spot
they inhabited ; in listening to which, my
mind began to reflect upon the beauties of

other parts of the world, some of which I en-

deavoured to describe, and concluded, that

altogether, this was a beautiful world. But
we had to do that evening with its inhabi-

tants
;
and, painful as it might be, we must

turn rrom the natural beauties of our world,

to meditate upon the moral deformity and
spiritual degradation of its tenants. This in-

troduction appeared to give additional inter-

est to my fellow-travellers, who, at the con-
clusion of the service, expressed their great

gratification, some of whom had evidently

never heard of any thing of the kind before.

By the largeness of the collection, we con-
cluded, that these unknown friends had ex-

p] essed the pleasure they felt by the liberality

they evinced.

MEETING AT CHRISTCHURCH
AiND RING WOOD.

The object, constitution, and proceedings
of the London Missionary Society were
brought before the religious public in this

part of the county, at Meetings lately held
in Christchurch and Ringwood.
On Lord's day, the 15th ult., the Rev. J.

Williams, Missionary from the South Sea
Islands, preached two sermonsj^in the Inde-

1 endent Chapel, Christchurch, and on Mon-
day evening a public meeting was held in
ihe same place, when the South West Hamp-
shire Auxiliary Missionary Society was
lormed, embrncii.g iLe inuependent Con-

gregations of Christchurch, Ringwood, Rip-
ley, and Throop. The Rev. D. Gunn pre-
sided, and after singing and prayer, the
Chairman briefly^stated particulars respect-

ing the Parent Society, and explained the
object of the meeting. The resolutions

were proposed and seconded by the Rev.
Messrs. Harris, Waldo, Williams, Locke,
and Turquand, Baptist; and by Messrs.
Sharpe, Welsh, Aldridge, &c. The Rev. D,
Gunn was appointed President; Wm. Jice,

Esq. Treasurer ; and the Rev. G. Harris,

Secretary of the Society.

On the evening of the 7th ult., a Public
Meeting was held in the Independent chapel,

Ringwood. The Rev. G. Harris presided,

and the business commenced in the same
way, and the same ministers addressed the

meeting as on the former evening. On both
occasions, the audiences manifested the deep-
est interest in the impressive and touching
statements of Mr. Williams, whose accounts
of the progress of Missions, especially in the
South Sea Islands, strikingly marked' the be-

neficial results of Christian instruction among
thousands of the heathen ; and commended
the Society, whose instrumentality has been
so greatly honoured, to the aflfections, prayers,

and support of those present. The attend-
ance was large at both places.

A PRAYER FOR MADAGASCAR.
" GOD IS LOVE."

Almighty Father ! from thy glorious throne,
Look down in mercy on the smitten land

!

Water the precious seed that hath been
sown

;

Warm it to life ; and strengthen by thine
hand

The little trembling Madegasse band,
Who cling around the Cross—their only

stay 1

O, with the blood upon them, may they stand
Firm as thy promise : while salvation's ray
Keeps gladly bright'ning o'er them to the

perfect day !

O Lord of Hosts ! all hearts and wills are

thine

—

Put forth, we pray thee, thy resistless

might

!

INIake bare thine arm, that grace and truth

may shine

O'er Madagascar's soul-destroying night 1

Let those, who rule her, see and love the

light

Which through the face of Jesus long hath
beamed

:

Wean them from idols, and direct their sight

To Him, whose saving blood on Calvary
streamed,

And work in them the hope that maketli

not ashamed

!
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O God ! let Madagascar come and take

Of that full fount, unlocked by thy dear Son !

His work of love Thou never wilt forsake

—

Throughout these wastes thy Word must
surely run 1

—

Speak, gracious Spirit I speak, and

—

it is

done!

Again with Gospel-hope the flock is fed

—

Again new triumphs for the Cross are won

—

Again thy Messengers awake the dead
;

And strive to join the whole unto the

Living Head !

London, July 1836. W. N. N.

LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES, &c.

SOUTH SEAS, 1835 and 1S36.—Tahiti, Rev. G.
Pritchard, Dec.31,andJan. 9; Windwaid Mission-

aries, Dec. 30; Moorea, Rev. A. Simpson, Jan. 12;

Raiatea, Rev. Messrs. Piatt and Bartf, July 28;

Rev. G. Piatt, Aug. 6.

ULTRA GANGES, 1536.—Malacca, Rev. John
Evans, June 1; Rev. .Messrs, Evai.s anl Uyer,
same date

;
Singapore, Rev. S. Wolfe, Jan. 2 ; Ba-

tavia.Mr. W. Young, Jan.6.

EAST INDIES, 1836.—Chinsurah, Rev, ^G.

Afundy, Feb. 21 ; Combaconum, Mr. J. E. Nimmo,
Jan. 31,

MEDITERRANEAN, 1836.—Corfu, Rev. i;
Lownde>, .May 27.

WEST INDIES. 1836.—Jamaica, Rev. J. Vine.
May 24; Rev. J. Wooldridge, Mav 28; Rev. W
AU'owav, ."Vlay 16; Rev. C. Brainsford, Wav 27;
Demerara.Rev. R. B. Taylor, May 13 ai;d .Mav 21 ;

Rev. J. Scott, April 26; Berbice, Rev. John Wray,
MayJ7.

MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTIONS,

From 16th of April to Sth of July, 1836, inclusive.

£. ». d.

London and its Vicinity

A 15

A. M 5

Bank Note. No. 11,184 20
Bank Note, No. 3,244. . 10

A Country Minister .. 5
Davenport, G., Esq.... 10
Farqubar, Lieut.-Col.,

for theAnglo-Chinese
College 5

Friend, A 2

Fi iend, A, per Rev. Dr.
Burder, for Negro
Education, 50/.; ior

Building Schools, 50/. 100
Grey, Rev. H., A.M. .. 5
H 5
Harvey, Mr. \V
Jones's, .Miss, Pupus,
Norluwick House,
MaidaHill

J. C. for West India
Missions

Laylard, Mrs. M
Lowndes, R., Esq. two

0

0
0

10 10

Molitor
M. P
I'eek, H. W. Es^
Peter, 0. B
R
R. R.R
T. G
T. W
W. G
Cards of the Grapes of

Eshcol, sketclicd and
presented by a Youth

Collected by live young
friends, on licV. G.
Clayton's plan for

Chinese Mission ....
Legacy of the late .Mr.

T. Smith
Claremonl Chapel:

—

Meckienburgh Do-
mestic Auxiliary.,

Craven Chapel, includ-
ing 150/. paii at Ex-
eter Hall

2 0 0

2 0 0

5 0 0

25 0 0

1 0 0

5 0 0

10 10 0

1 0 0
5 0 '0

10 0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

2 0 0

2 10 0

10 0 0

49

1/5 0 0

Latimer Chapel :

—

Elliott, Mr
Islington :

—
UnionChapel, Procter,

J.. Esq,
IslingtoiiCiiapel Sun-
day School

Friend, A
Kentish Town :

—

Collections' ..... .

.

Paddingion Auxiliary
For the NativeTeacher,
John Rtid .

.

Bedfordshire.
Bedford New Meet-

ing
Berkshire.

Buckinghamshire
A Friend in Bucks...

Aylesbury :

—

Rev. e'. Arnold ....

Woburn :

—

Mr. and Mrs. Pegg..
Mrs. Angell

Wycombe :

—

- Legacy of the late

Mrs. S. Glover
Cambridgeshire.

Rovston :

—

W. W. Nash, Esq. ..

Devonshire.
Chudleigh:—
Rev. J. Davison

Plymoutii :

—

Dorsetshire.
Charm uth :

—

Mrs. R. Kennaway..
Cranhourne :

—

Hare-hiP.e
Lvme :

—

Rev. J. Clyde
Swauage :

—

For N^ative Teaclicr
Wareuam :

—

West-street „

Suuuenaiid :

—

Auxiliary Society ..

s. d.

5 0 Q

40 0 0

3 11 0
10 10 0

15 1 1

21 14 6

10 0 0

35 16 3

45 0 0

5 0 0

0 17 6

10 0 0

10 0 0

10 0 0

10 10 0

10 0 0

5 5 0

2 0 0

1 5 0

7 0 0

10 0 0

15 0 0

13 4

Essex.
Plaistow 20 0 4
Stratford 15 IS g

Hampshire.]
Christ Church S15 3
Gosport, Rev. G. Silly SJll 0

Legacy of the late

Mrs. Yoke, 200/.

3^ per Cents.
Ringwood 12 6 3

Hertfordshire.
GreatBerkhauipstead.. 4 12 0

Hnntingdonshire.
St. Neots 2 1"» 0

Isle of Wight.
East Covres I 10 o

Newport.Rev. J. Bishop 11 0 0

Ryde, Rev.T. S. Guyer 5i3 7 4

Kent.
Lewisham :

—

Congregational Sch, 110
Rochester :

—

Collected l y L. M. H. 1 0 0

Woolwich, Miss Wills.. 10 0 0
Lancashire.

East Auxiliary, on
account 1887 17 .1

J. Jackson, Esq. for

Native Teacher .. 10 0 0
Lancaster 49 5 7
Liverpool :

—

Toxteth Chapel 53 8 7

Leicestershire Aux. Society
Ashby-de-la-Zouch .. 11 0

Bardon 12 0

Bos worth iUarket .. 2 1

Endcrby 2 1/

Hallaton 3 5

Hinckley 6 0

Kibworth 6 15

Leicester— Bor.d-st. Ill 13

^Galiowtree
Gate

• Puijiic Meet-
34 11 0

Loughbi rough
Lutterwortii
iMelton Mowbray
Narburough
Newton Bargoland..

30 13
2 16
4 2 12
14 5
20 4
3 0
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£. s.d.

Earl Sliilton 6 0 0

Theddiiigwortli 4 6 0

Ullesthorpe 710 2
Wigstone 8 14 6

Less exp., H/. 2*. 10c?. 318 3 1

Lincolnshire.
Barton 3 0 0

Kirton 6 1/ 6
.Middlesex.

Jiarnet Sir 8
Edmonton and Tot-
tenham 20 9 3

Totteridge and Whet-
stone 3 12 10

-VVillesden 7 3 6
Norfolk.

Dentoii :—
i Legacy of the late

Mr. N.Todd 106 10 7
Lynn 33 4 9

Yarmouth .

—

For NativeTeacher.. 10 0 0

Northamptonshire.
Byfield 2 0 0

Nottinghamshire.
Worksop 15 0 0

Oxfordshire.
Banburv, Mr. Le Geyt 2 10 0
Oxford 12 4 0

Somersetshire.
Glastonbury 4 10
Su^'olk Society in aid of

.Missions.
Boccles 50 4 1

Bungay 15 1/ 6
Bury St. Edmunds .. 28 18 9

Annual Meeting 26 7 6

Northgate-st. .. 13 8 7

Boxford 5 2 6

Bcrjjholt 8 16 5
Uebenl-am 19 19 0
Tramlingham 12 18 6
Hadleigh 55 18 1

Halesworth ........ 8 3 6

Ipswich, Tacket-st. lOO 3 9
Nicholas

Chapel 14 6 0
Lowestoft 2 12 7

Lavenham 4 14 1

Needham Market .. 17 5 0

£. s. d.

Rendliani 7 1 6

Southwold 13 19 10
Stowmarket 169 14 7
Sudbury 49 15 5

Wienthatn 10 1 6
|

Wattestield , 10 0 0
j

Wickham Market ... 3 7 11

Wickham Brook 12 18 0

Woodbridge Quay . . 25 2 7

Chapel..
Thetford

6 16 0

1 1 0

Less error last year,
U. \s. ; Expenses,
19/. Vds.Jd 673 19

Surrei/.

Tooting 10 0 0
Warwickshire.

Smethwick 10 0 0

Wiltshire.
Malmsbury 2 0 0
Marlborough and Og-

born 2 2 8
fVorcestershire,

Dudley :

—

For Native Teacher 10 0 0

Worcester :—
For Widows' and Or-
phans' Fund 10 0 0

Yorkshire.
Bradford :—
Legacy of the late
Miss E. Bower.
Less duty 360 0 0

West Riding Aux. Soc
Bradford :—

M.ile Branch 48 15 8
Anniversary of Aux-

iliary Society 600 10 8
Brighousc 9 0 0
Bingley 10 10 0
Churw'ell 15 6 6
Ciecklieaton 52 2 3
Dcwsbury 36 2 6
Dogley Lane IS 0 0
Gdiiicrsal 30 7 9
Heckniondwike Up-
per Chapel 11 13 9

i • Lower
Chapel 10 10 0

Holnilirth 22 10 0

£. s. d.

Honley 30 0 o
Jluddei sfield, Rams-

den-street 54 5 10
Highfield 21 12 0

Idle 7 15 0
Keighley 10 14 5

Kippin 42 0 0
Leeds, on account 20 0 0
Marsden 4 6 0
Morlev, Old Chapel.. 10 10 6

RehobotU
Chapel 11 1 2

For Native
Teacher 10 0 0

Northowram 4 0 0
Ossett 36 0 0
Otley 25 4 7
Skipton 15 0 0
Upper Mill, Saddle-
worth 23 6 1

Wakefield, Zion Cha-
pel 32 0 0

Boys'* at

Silcoates School .. 6-10 0
Alverthorp 2 10 0

West Melton 20 0 0
Wilsden 24 3 0

Lessexp.,43/.25.3(/. 1230 5 5

Sheffield, &c.:—
Auxiliary on account 115 0 0

Northallerton, Mr. and
Miss Trowsdale .. 2 12 0

WALES.
Gla!i;organshire Aux-

iliary Society 13 7 10

SCOTLAND.
Abordcen :

—

Per Mr. Elmslie, for

West India Schools 3 3 0
Fraserburgh :—
For Native Teacher 10 10 0

Berwickshire Bible So-
ciety 10 0 0

Perthshire Missionary
Socitty 20 0 0

Perth
Per Mr. H. Lawson 2 2 3

SwEDisu MjssroNAuy
Society 100 0 0

The thanks of the Directors arc respectful'y pre-
sented to the following ; viz. To a friend at Highgate,
for a parcel of useful articles for India; to Miss
Morgan, Union-street, for a parcel of bags and pin-
cushions for Denierara; to Mr. Logge, Huntley, for

a packet of gold ends ; to Mr. J. L. Vardy, War-
minster, for 700 Sunday-school spelling-books; to
anonymous, for a trifle for the lirst Missionary going
abroad ; to the Committee of the Hoxton Auxiliary,
for a box of fancy articles for Mrs. Kctley, Dome-
rara ; to Miss Arundel, for a parcel of useful articles

for Demerara ; to the Ladies at Arundel, Sussex, for
box of useful articles for Calcutta ; to Mrs. Palmer,
Hare-street, for a box of useful articles ; to tlie La-
dies' Working Missionary Association, Mount Sion
Chapel,Tunbridffo Wells, for a box of useful articles
for Calcutta, value 2C/. ; to Mr. Webb, Holborn, for
twelve pieces of green calico and seven pieces of
muslin ; to Mrs. Stonard, per Rev. H. March, Col-
chester, for a parcel of habv linen and books, for
IMrs. Dvcr, Finang; to Mr. Dartnall, for 50 copies
of a Tabular View of the Book of Revelation ; to
Iviends at Glasgow, for a box of useful articles for
the Navigators Mission ; to the friends at Newport

Pagnei, Bucks, for two boxes of useful articles for

Mrs. Porter, Vizagapatam, value 34/.; to S. B.,

Mile End, for a large parcel of books ; to tlie Ches-
ter Ladie.s' Association, for abox of ornamental and
useful articles for the Travancore Female Schools,

value IC/. 17*.; to friends at Hull, for a parcel of

ncedlebooks and pincushions ; to Mrs. Clement and
Miss Sargeant, Laytonstone, for a box of fancy ar-

ticles and magazines for Mr Drew, ."Madras ; to Mrs.
Lloyd, Greenwich ; to Mr. Surrid;,'e, Romford; to

Mr. Tozer, Newiiigton-caiiseway; to .Mrs. Sparks,
Emsworth

; to Mr. Stokes, Bankside ; to Mrs. R.
Hackncy;to Mr. Lewis, Spital-square ; to :\irs. R.

;

to Mrs.' Jones; to Rev. T. Lewis, Islington; to

anonymous; to Mr. Floyd; to Mr. Courthope ; to

Mr. Smithyman ; to Mr.'Dixon ; to Mr. Player; to

Miss Rciii, Peckham; to Jlr. M'Lauriii, Edin-

burgh; to Mr. Lemare; to Kev. A. Fletcher; to

Mr. Turnbull; to .Mr. Hoatson and Mrs. Garlutt,

Halifax; to G. Yule, Esq. Edinburgh; to Mrs.
Harris; to Mrs. Grant ; to a friend ; to S. ; and to

Mr. James Page, for voltunes and numbers of the

Evangelical and other Magazines, Reports, Pam-
phlets^, Newspapers, &c.&c. &c.

WiUiam Tyler, Printer, Bolt-court, Fleet-street.
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